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Not only can you lead a cow to water,
you can teach it how to operate the ' |

Ifyou don't believe that, go to Jim and
Jackie Anderson’s farm near Rimbeyand |
‘watch cow after cow prod a padded
pmnpwith.theirnoses,.knmng'ﬂney’il
be rewarded with a big gulp of fresh, cold
water. L

‘But Jim Anderson didn’t invent his e ;
Frostfree Nosepump to show that cattle s SR
cando tricks. i '

ing how to extend their grazing season

that is the limitation,” the second-gen-
eration farmer says. “You can stockpile
your grass, but we have never figured out
how to find water that won't freeze,
without depending on electricity.”

D the power it needs comes fromthe  As with many inventions, the basic'
cow; idea behind Anderson’s nose pump is
D itprovidesas much cleanwateras cat- simple. “The technologyis old,”hesays.

D itallows farmers to use remote pas-  Butalot of thought has gone into re-

tures without natural water supplies; finement. ; _

D nosepumpsare durable—six to eight  The water tray s sized to provide cat-

bison herds are currently using them. tle with a half litre of water with each |
The Andersons’ device isn’t the first pump. The animals neverleave waterto |

pumptoharness cattle power, thoughit’s stagnaiaemsﬂnunererﬁ‘eezem winter. §

- Earlier versions on the market have  ter. It alsoslopesaway from the animal.
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Rancher Jim Anderson shows how water is pumped into a bowl by pushing on a rubber pad.

- encouraging the cow to push down on
the padded lever for more water.

The pumps sitin themiddle of a six-me-
tre by six-metre pad of insulated concrete
to aid maintenance, prevent contami-
nation seeping into the water supply and
help keep the well from freezing.

The pipe leading from the pump to a
submerged piston is designed to drain
after every use, to prevent frost damage
in cold weather.

“We use our own herd as testers,” he
says. “We jeopardize our own livelihood
to verify the function of this nose pump.
We built the first one in 1999 and we've
been using it since then.”

Anderson says in the two years since

- itwent on sale, he has sold about 175 of
the $975 units, mostly to Prairie farm-
ers, butalso to some in B.C., Ontario, and

one each to Newfoundland, Prince EcI-

. ward Island and Nova Scotia.

Total installation bills vary according
the depth of the well, but typically come
in atabout $3,000.

Sales dropped off drasticaliy after the
mad-cow crisis hit last May. "Ranchers
quit spending money,” he says.

Anderson came up with the idea while
thinking of ways to use adryquarter sec-
tion he owns.

“Grazing was out of the question be-
cause we had nonatural water there,” he
says. “Nor did we have electricity to get
us a water system.”

Once he dug a well and installed one
nose pump, he was able to overwinter
135 cows in the field, without any no-
ticeable stress to the animals.

Ifthere is alimitation tohis pumps, itis

_ theq ofthewe[l.’l‘he e

ter, theto ritistopump.

His deepest well goes down 16 mel:res
and Anderson has a tough time push-
ing the nosepump with his hand.

“But it’s nothing for a 1,400-pound
cow,” he says.

Which leads back to the big question.
How doyou teach a cow to pump water?

First, start with a group of 15t0 20 an-
imals.

“You’ve got to be hard-nosed about
it,” Anderson says.

“When you train cows, you pump that
thing by hand and you go home, do not
stand there because they will fmstrate
the pants off you ... When they are left
to their own resources, that’s when they
start to figure things out for themselves.”
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