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IRRUP BUCKLES

1p buckle in 3" and2- 1/2“ widths
+ have the posts set horizontally and
width has the posts set verfically. .~ - ['] -
weat treated alumlnum the sameas .: | |-

xe'for'3" buCkIe
nger and-sturdier: .
Iso-off-set to let the
ugh morg smoothly.
ane-piece:off-set
wosts -

o1 algae in the summer; and'no water Ieft init'to
reeze in winter,” he say:
goes dry in summer, the perforated prpe for'the
“wiell picks up plenty of watér to service the nose . .
uips, and wher the éreeldis frozen in wmter the‘
tle have water Whenever they wish. ’
“These systems dre very’ strong, T've had 2,000-
. pound bulls using! ithem and they've rubbed and
_ vproblem byc eatmg an mnovatrve water system 1n" played wrth them and never hurt thém. These’
1| which cattle pump atef for themselves from shal- of;*say$ Panter. He'put-a 20-’
ds-of te.pad around his, sg'cattle ate .
never standmg invhud, and: the pad helps insulate -
the ground around the pump. .
“a'rancher in North Dakota has
puimps for ‘his cattle for four
e 1sl cated ina pasture he

: ; byHEATHERSMITH THOMAS :

AL

. e old Weather can’ pr
up Iengths quickly.and easy to mslalld— L
Made of stainless stegt and heat-treated
overed with leather: Order either lmproved
Juckles. Also, new alk melal buckla in,:
s . .
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used to do,” he xplains. vegetaﬂon ngWS "v1ously lethis cows drink iait: They
.|| . “Like the:5ld-hand. pump; we - often got :stuck in -the water hole
1 -around it 'and acts . :
|| have a 3-inch eylinder: ‘down inside - 20" . ¢'of them drowned. I put a
7 | the well, We capture énough gcot— as a"ﬁlter 'SVSt*?m fenicg aroind that and keep cattle
hermal heat from the ground,.and - for the runoff.that out: It's much safer to have thém’
contain that heat alI the way up to fﬂlS fhe pond drink:from the nose-pump than go
; 24+ -:into the pond,” says Thorson.
SORTISR i & you can keep cattle aut of” a"

. .'The waterer is'a small, e;
| basin on: the top end> of
| -culvert, with a’
B ‘-culvert has ty

ng’ the water clear.
xcbols a rancher in eastern central Albex- :

: ‘the’saime culvert and these water my stock with all
S Aburied collectxon " winter. I'fenced.off a ‘dugout, and poured a cernent
k.also ‘A regular well . pad around the culvert like Jirh Anderson suggested. .
-We've had really good luck with them. They are not
totally maintenance. free, but I'd rather spend five
-minutes with a rubber hammer now and then'to
¢ " "break ice loose, than‘worry.about havmg to chop ice”
S about tWO gauonsr on my pond,” says Nichols.
‘large herd of cows. . He gave Anderson the idea about using a rub- |
pes, bUt the typrcal .. ber hammer if-the 1ever freezes up. “He'd told me

: xisting well if ;t'
well,-each nose.
; per minute m or

_ that-if ice builds up you just'take a-hammer to
] :ground at. least'20° feet, -The'_ ‘break it free.'I said, why not use one of those '
“two factors that: détermine ‘how much geothermal . shockless hammers — a rubber hammer filled with
'heat you’ll gam is"how deep you £0r and how blgba_ _lead shot. It has the weight you need, yet it has a
that. dep et soft surfacerand won't mark the drinking basin. All
- 1.do is knock the sides a little to break ice that
;- builds up on the' sndes and then scoop that ice
o * out,” he says: .
_-Kip Panter, who works for USDA.ARS Porson— “I have to hand it to Jim Anderson for his inven-
ous Plant Research: Laboratoryf _-'nerthern Utahi, “tion and his commitment to keep-improving it. My
‘owns cattIe’arr‘d'h"as used a noese-pump:on his ranch father and I have one of his first pumps. I use ours
- for two years.. Acreek runs: through my’; ranch and -in the summer, t60. You can set it so it doesn't
the NRCS was helping ranchers’gét caftle away - drain.back down the pipe so far since the pipe
from_streams oﬁermg a cost-share program. They ' doesn’t have:to be képt from freezing, and have
b Ut.riose'—p.umps;_a‘nd asked if I'd. "water in the.bowl all the timeé if youwant, Then the
test case,”:says Panter. He ' cows.only. have to ‘pump it once to have watér
, Using'a 20- fOOt well; dug with a- .come into.thié bowl.‘But I don’t bother with that
f om: the creek — Whlch: sumimer setting. The cows have to push the lever
o ~about four or frve times to bring the water up the
pipe,” explains:
“Our cows:play it and pump it very aggres—
“*Dontt stand sively dnd it.was splashing water out and ‘around;
:beécause it - ‘Sometimes our-témperature drops down to minus
'25.degrees’ Fahfenhegit. If we got a howlihg wind at
those témperatuf é splashing created ice on
the -inside :of he pendulum swings. My
ith-a deflector to protect it
from the splash;-an tioped it to Jim. We made
one and sent it: im, and he mcorporated this
S L 1mprovement irhis newer pumps,” says Nichols.
system\ because water - always" T used to water out of dugouts One winter I d
fresh and clean The pan is émpty except when .- . -

ntnd nan rmn énmantosn




“America’s-Favorite:Livestoc,

- just chopped a new'ice hole and
. we had a'bad snowstorm after-
ward ‘and ‘the snow -covered it
over. The teémperature- .dropped
~and T weiit back to check t

- hole. Lhad the axiin: my hand and’

" was out on thé ice trying to find
"the hole I'd chopped I'was using
the ax to tap in front.of me and.
didn't check far: enough to the
side, and T caught the hole with
one foot and went into it-all the
way, to my hip. Lickily I hadn't
‘chopped’a big hole and I didn't .
fi
able to ‘pull myself out. By the

time I.got to my tractor cab T}

coiild hardly get myself ,in it.
turned the heat clear up and fin.

1sh "d f

ég was frozen and 1
tdly make it into the
e with my ‘frozen coveralls. -
My wife had t5 use a hair drier
because I couldn’t manage the
- frozen' zrppers to get the coveralls
offl Ever since I've had the nose
pumps, I have not Jost another
cow in the dugout, and I haven't
slipped intd it either,” he says.:

He uses another nose-pump
(on another dugout) for his bulls
because he keeps them separate
from the cows during winter.
“It's the -only thmg thosé bulls
haven't wrecked. I give them 300
acres to play and fight in and
they have not been able to wreck |
the nose pump. It's-built to last,”
says Nichols.

He has 130 cows, and the-
nose pumps adequate water for
the herd. “Once in a great while
the lever freezes back but all you
have to do-is tap it-and it comes
loose. It's a heck of a lot easier
than choppmg an icé hole in a
pond!” he says.

- The cows seem satisfied and
he ‘no longer sees any of them
licking snow. “I have driven past |
it at 2 a.m. on a moonlit night
and you cin see ‘Cows drmkmg
By contrast, ‘when” you chdp an
ice hole ori a ‘pond, by evening |
t's not open anymore. The nose-
oump - enables them” to -drink
vhenever they want.” They have
ccess to water all mght long,

“I like this systein because it's |
oolproof. It's right .next to 4 |
adway, and other types of sys-
ems (solar panels, batteries)
would be at risk from vandals..I

ompletely into it — and was "

feeding and headed for-|’

- ing. Thé water in that- system all -

saying “that- if you
don’t clean it out
. every year with a
vacyum - truck, .

becomes “quite" drs—
gusting'down in'that
culvert. Al the bac-
teua from the cows

«dowr the:hole when
it stops : pumping,
because - it" has .fo
- drain the bowl- to
-keep from freezing.
By  contrast,

_ the nose=pump,

There s howater l&
to. contammate an
N thmg and’ nothi
. goes back: down he
‘hole,” - The

always have clean
fresh-water.

. ‘,my dugout is crystal

clear. When 1 was_

took ‘a pasture management
course a couple yéars ago .and
learned that some people.use a -
“water system- with ‘an electric.
eye, with-a:pump. cloWn below. It -
pumps until the cowsstops. drink- .

settmg up the - nose-pump I land-
scaped -it so-any ‘runbff drains
away from the dugout through-a
~ ditch ints another field:
goes back into the dugout whick

runoff or anything from the cows
" drains away the. other drrectlon
he says

drains back ‘down the culvert.”
. People.who use that.system were

‘and havmg them drink from the
-'nose-puinp; the’ water cleared up

~dimensions he:; gives are perfect.
:Eor instancy
with ..

- the .

cow drains the bowl.

cows

._The water from

It never
is 100feet" away.: Any spring

- with a‘howling-wind I may check

puinps and- hatteries; . “weére
ing into the. malke i
~wirfually the- ‘safhe price‘as the:
solar set-up.' My father and 1
talked it over and decided to go

-completely. with the nose-pump. Our local
. coiop had a solar panel along a
‘A great deSlgn road, and people stole-the panels

“Jim Anderson has. everything
figured.out. The instructidns and =

several times. And today those -
batteries. aren’t as good-as they
uséd to be..-When they first came .
i-he gives directions - out you could easily get 10 years!
.6n how t0 insulate the culvert by . “use of a solar battery. Now you
ining the inside of it with Styro- -are.lucky if*it lasts that long.”
“foam. If you cit the: Stytofcam _You * are. locked., into ‘buying-
iat the .angle/degree hespecifies, -sofmething. someone- élse has to
it will be-exactand fit perfectly prov1de whereas with the nose- :
mto the culvert;” says.Nichols. - . pump it's a one titne- irivestment :
-~ When Anderson goes to trade - and the cows do all the work.
shows to.demonstrate-the nose- “Mine “are pumping  water
pump, at his. booth-he utilizes a-: year-round. These are as simple ;
full-size mechapi *anld durable as the old:fashioned
klt,chen hand" ‘pimps..- The mov- *
‘ing-parts are always submerged -
“iniwater and always lubricated.
My grandfather looked at these
nose pumps and said it was the
ve}y same system, and he
remarked on the many gailons of
Water that were pumped with -
thpse old pumps, with no prob-
lems,” says Nichols. It’s very sim-
ple and simple things have less
toi xgo wrong.

g
‘It is always movmg,.

-pump.
‘pushiiig the lever; and-it looks
life-like. People walk by and see
‘that cow pushing on it, and have
“to stop and watch!”

"Nichols says his pumps have

been - trouble-free. . . “They've
“pumped a lot of ‘water, When the -
weather gets down to minus 30

mine twice a day, but otherwise

-
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